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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1, 3, 4, 9, 13-16, 24, 29, and 32-35, without prejudice 
or disclaimer, and cancel claim 5, without disclaimer. A complete list of the claims 
of this application marked up relative to the claims of U.S. Patent 5,881.587 follows. 

Claim 1 (CJurrently Amended): A device for locking [the] a brake or clutch 
pedal and a brake or clutch pedal shaft of a vehicle, said [vehicle] device comprising: 

a base me mber for a placement on [the] a floorboard of the vehicle beneath [a] 
the brake or clut ch pedal and the brake or clutch pedal shaft; 

a U-shaped housing extending downward and having a first arm attached to 
[the] said base and having a second shorter arm defining a gap for receiving the 
brake or clutch pedal shaft, said [space] gap between [the] said first and second 
arms defining a (dot for receiving the [control] brake or dutch pedal shaft and 
permitting [its] fuU ftytj^naion of the brake or clutch pedal shaft upward through 
said slot; and 

a locking mechanism associated with [the] said first arm for locking [the] an 
underside of the brake or clutch pedal shaft within [the] said slot such that the 
brake or clutch pedal shaft cannot be depressed. 



Claim 2 (Original): The device of claim 1 wherein said locking mechanism is 
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activated by a key- 



Claim 3 (Currently Amended): The device of daim 1 wherein said brake or 
clutch pedal is a brake pedal. 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended): The device of claim 1 wherein said brake or 
clutch pedal is a [brake] clutch pedal. 

Claim 5 (CJancelled). 

Claim 6 (Previously Amended): A device for locking [the] a brake or clutch 
nedal and a brake or clutch pedal shaft of a vehicle, [and preventing the theft of] 
said [vehicle] dejoce comprising: 

a base member for a placement on [the] a floorboard of [a] the vehicle beneath 
[a] the brake or dutch pedal and [a] the brake or dutch t>edal shaft; 

a metalKc U-shaped housing extending downward and having a first arm 
attached to [the] said base and having a second shorter arm defining an opening for 
receiving [of| the brake or dutch pedal shaft, said [space] onening between [the] 
said first and st'cond arms defining a slot for receiving the brake or dutch pedal 
shaft and permitting [the] full extension of the brake or clutch pedal shaft both 
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upward and dow award through said slot, said first arm having a cylindrical opening 
therethrough; 



a rod esctending through said cyhndrical opening and being shdable 
[therewith] thert iin, said rod having a pin which catches [the] an underside of [said] 
the brake or clutch pedal shaft within [the] said, slot and pulls [it] the brake oil 
clutch t>edal shaj ^t upward in a decompressed position; and 

a locking mechanism for locking [the position of the] said rod and pin wj±iL 
Tfeflnect to said housing such that the brake or clutch pedal cannot be depressed. 

Claim 7 (Original): The device of claim 6 wherein said locking mechanism is 
activated by a key. 

Claim 8 (Original): The device of claim 7 wherein said locking mechanism is 

activated by a combination- 
Claim 9 (Currently Amended): A device for locking [the] a brake pr glutch 

pedal and a br;ike or clutch pedal shaft of a vehicle^ [and preventing of] said 

[vehicle] device c:omprising; 

a base member having studs for a placement on [the] a floorboard of thg. 

vehicle beneath [a] tj^ brake or clutch pedal and bra ke or clutch nedal shaft: 
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a [stainless steel] U-shaped housing extending downward and having a first 
arm attached to [the] said base and having a second shorter arm defining an 
opening for receiving [of a] thfi. brake or clutch pedal shaft, said [space] opening 
between [the] smd first and second arms defining a slot for receiving the braise or 
clutch pedal shaiit and permitting [its] full extension ofthe [control] brake or clutch 
pedal shaft both upward and downward through said slot, said first arm having a 
cylindrical opening extending therethrough [and collinearly with said slot]; 

a serrated rod extending through said cylindrical opening and being slidable 
therein [therewith], said rod having a pin at a first end for catching [the] an 
underside of [said] th£ brake or clutch pedal shaft within [the] said slot and a 
handle at a seci)nd end for pulling the brake or clutch pedal shaft upward in a 
decompressed position; and 

a locking inechanism adapted to lock [the] said serrated rod and pin [in 
position] with respect to said housing such that the brake or clutch pedal cannot be 
depressed. 

Claim XO (Previously Amended): The device of claim 9 further comprising 
extension meam; for facilitating the compression of [the] said device by the foot of an 
[operators] operator against the floorboard of [a] the vehicle. 
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Claim 11 (Previously Amended): The device of claim 9 further comprising 
studs for securing [the] said base against the floorboard of [a] vehicle. 

Claim 12 (Original): The device of daim 9 wherein said base is triangrular in 

shape. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended): A device for locking [the] a, brake or clu^tch 
pedal and brake or clutch pedal shaft of a vehicle,, [and preventing theft of) said 
[vehicle] device comprising; 

a base member for a placement on [the] a floorboard of [a] the vehicle beneath 
[a] the brake or clutch nedal and the brake or clutch pedal shaft: 

a [stainlet^s steel] U-shaped housing extending downward and having a first 
arm attached to [the] said base and having a second shorter arm defining an 
opening for receiving [a] the brake or clutch pedal shaft, said [space] Qpening; 
between [the] saM fi^st and second arms defining a slot for receiving the brake or 
clutch pedal shaft and permitting [the] full extension of the brake Qr clutch pedal 
shaft both upward and downward through said slot, said first arm having a 
cylindrical opening extending therethrough [and collinearly with said slot], said 
base and said second shorter [arms] arm ftirther having matable beveled surfaces to 
facilitate [the ease of| easier positioning of said brake or clutch pedal in said 
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opening; 

a serrated rod extending through said cylindrical opening and being slidable 
therein, said rod having a pin at a first end for catching [the] aji underside of said 
brake or clutch pedal shaft within [the] said slot and a handle at a second end fox 
pulling [said) tha brake or clutch pedal shaft upward in a decompressed position; 
and 

a key activated locking mechanism adapted to lock [the] said serrated rod 
[for] and pin [in position] with respect to said housing such that the that the brake 
or clutch pedal Ciinnot be depressed. 

Claim 14 ([Currently Amended): A device fo r locking a brake or clutch pedal of 
fl vq)iinlfi. the brake or clutch pedal beiner su pported bv a pedal shaft, the device 
ffomprising 

A base, including a first elongated member an d a second elongated member, 
thR HRpnnd elongated member being secured to and extending outwardly firgm a 
lateral aide of t he first elongated member at a predetermined angle, the bage being 
adapted for placement on a floor of the vehicle beneath th e brake or clutch pedal 

and the pedal shaft 

housing extending from one of the firs t and second elongated members; 
a rod slidablv disposed on said housing, said rod havi pp a first end which 
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ATiffftf Tflft t.hft underaide of said brake or clutc h pedal Bhaft and a secOttA end for 
piiHinf T fhf. rod and the cedal shaft upward in a decompressed position: and 



a Inrkin ^ mechanism poeitioned on the housing whi ch locks the rod with 
i-PBpi=>rt. tn thft h ousing t-o retain the PRdal sha ft in the decompressed PPgition auch 
that the pedal cannot b R operablv denressed. 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended): The device as recited i n claim 14 wherein the. 
E^redetermined anerlp is Tiinetv (90*'') degrees. 

Claim 16 (Previously Added): The device as recited ii ^ ^lai'if' 14 wherein the 
sf-r^n^n^ memher is secured to the lateral side of the first mftmhflr. aiiproyiniHtelv 
midway along the length of the first member. 

Claim 17 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 14 wherein the 
sarnnri Ifiy ifl aeciired to the first elongated mem ber at a location fiuqh thftt the slot is 
aligned with the second elongated member. 

Claim 18 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 14 wherein the. 
firft^ ^■1(pnf yated member includes an upper surf ace to which the second leg is secured 
^n^ an o ppoaite lower Burface. the lower surfa cfl including at least one outwardly 
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extending member to facilitate retention of the ba se on the vehicle floor. 



Claim 19 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 18 wherein the 
outwardly extending member comprises a cleat . 

Claim 20 (Previously Added): The device aa recited in claim 18 wherein the 
outwardly extending member compr ises a stud. 

Claim 21 (Previously Added): The device as recited i n r^^^vr^ 1 ft wherein the 
first elongated member includes a first deat on the lo wer surface proximate to a 
first end thereof and second cleat on the lower surfy ^^p pmvimat^ to a second end 
thereof . 

Claim 22 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 21 wherein the 
flpcnnd elongated member includes an upp er surface and a lower surface, the lower 
surface of the sei^ond elongated member including a stud thereon. 

Claim 23 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 22 wherein the 
Rtud ia located on the lower surface of the second elongated member proximate to a 
distal end there( »f. 
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Claim 24 (Currently Amended): A device for locking a brake or clutch pedal of 
a vehicle, the brake or clutch pedal being supported bv a Pedal shaft, the device 
comprising: 

abase for placement on the floor of a vehicle b eneath the brake or clutch 
peda^ and the pedal shaft, the base having a lower sur face for engaging the vehicle 
floor, the lower surface including at least one outwardly exten ding member to 
faHlitfl t^ retention of the base on the vehicle floors 
a housing: extending from the base: 

a rod slidablv disposed on said housing , said rod having a first end which 
en^ ^es the underside of said brake or clutch pedal shaft an d a second end for 
pnllin^ the rod and the pedal shaft upward in a decompressed position: and 

a locking mechanism positioned on the housing which locks the rod with 
respect to the housing to retain the pedal shaft in the decompressed po sition such 
that the pedal cfinnot be oper ablv depressed. 

Claim 25 (Previously Added): The device as recited i n claim 24 wherein the 
outwardly extending member comprises a cleat . 

Claim 26 (Previously Added): The device a s recited in claim 24 wherein the 
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rmtwflrAlv extencUnfif member c nmnris&s a stud. 



Claim 27 (Previously Added): The device a s recited in claim 24 wherein the 
innhiclt^fi fir «t And sernnd ends an d first and second lateral gides, the lower 
e„rfer>ft nf tbp ba. je including a firflt clea t. T>roximate to the first lateral side near the, 
firftt aind a secon d cleat nrmrimate to t h e first lateral side near ascend end and a 
^tiid pTn:!dmate to the second l ateral side. 

Claim 28 tPreviously Added): The device b r recited in claim 27 wherein the 
Htiid iR located inidwav between the first and 9 ftt>nnd ends of the base. 

Claim 29 {Currently Amended): A device for Inciting a brake or clutch 
p«»Hal nf a vehicL ; the brak e or clutch po'^»1 Taping gunnorted bv a pedal 
shaft, the device comprising 

a hase for placement on a floor of the vehicle benea th the brake or clutch 

pedal and the 
pedal shaft: 

a boiiBing extending from the base and i n cluding a member for enabUng a 
iiflcr to nresa th» device toward the vehicle flo o r to facilitate installation of the 
device: and 
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a rod slidablv diat)Osed on said housing, said rod having a first end which 
engages the imderside of said brake or clutch pedal shaft an d a second end for 
fniHirt ^ thfi rnd and the pedal shaft upward in a decompress ed nosition. and 

a locking mechanism positioned on the housing which locks the rod with 
rRRpR(^t to the housing to retain the pedal sh aft in the decompresged position such 
that the brake or clutch pedal cannot be operablv depressed . 

Claim 30 (Previously Added): The device as recited in claim 29 wherein the 
mQmber for enabling a user to press the device toward the vehicle flo or comprises a 
portion of a cross member which extends generally perpendicularl y from the 
housing . 

Claim 31 (Previously Added): The device a s recited in claim 29 wherein the. 
member for enabhng a user to press the device toward the vehicle floor is of a size 
suitable for receiving the foot of a user to facihtate pressing the device toward the 
vehicle floor for cinga^ement of the locking mechanism. 

Claim 32 (Currently Amended): A device f^ r InrViTip; a brake or 
clutch pedal of a vehicle the brake or clutch pedal being supported bv a 
pedal shaft, the device comprising: 
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^ ^ a base for placement on a floor of the vehicle beneath the brak e or clutch 

pedal and the pedal shaft: 

a housing extending from the base: 

fl rod slidablv dispoaed on said housing, said rod hav ing a firat end which 
en ^apes the underside of said e^t^et pedal shaft and a second end for tiulling the 
yod and the pedal shaft upward in a decompresse d position, and 

a locking mechanism positioned on the housing which locks the rod with 
T^^Rp^r; !. tn the housing to retain the pedal shaft in the deco mpressed position such 
that the pedal cannot be operablv depressed . 

Claim 33 (Ciurrently Amended): A device for locking a brake or clutch 
pedal of a vehicli;. the pedal being supported bv a pedal sha ft, the device 
comprising: 

a base for placement on a floor of the vehicle beneath the brake or clutch 
p^dal and the pedal shaft: 

a housing extending from the base: and 

fl InpVinf r iTifichanism comprising a rod hav i"fT InrViTiff p^n pn one end, 
the rod being slidablv disposed in an opening in the housing between a first position 
wherein the brake or clutch pedal mav be depressed an d a second, locked position 
wherein the locking pin is in engagement with a lowe r side of the pedal shaft fox 
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r\ t lodging the peda], shaft with respect to the housing s uf^h that the brake or clutch 
^ pedal cannot be operablv depressed, the rod having a handle on the other end, the 
^fltifjlf ^ having a dimension which is greater than a diTnenaion of the opening in the 
houRing ttn \\rr\\% ;innvement of the rod with respect to the housing whe n the rod is 
moved to the first position . 

Claim 34 (Currently Amended): A device for locking a b rake or clutch pedal of 
a vehicle, the brsike or clutch pedal being supported bv a pedal shaft, the device 
comprising 

a base for placement on a floor of the vehicle beneath the brake or clutch 
pAr^al pn d the pedal shaft: 

a housing extending from the base: 

a rod slidablv disposed on said housing and including a serrate d portion, said 
rod having a first end which engages the underside of said eei ^tfel pedal shaft and a 
second end for pulling the rod and the pedal shaft upward in a decompressed 
position; and 

a locking mechanism positioned on the housing which loc ks the rod with 
refipect to the housing to retain the pedal shaft in the decompressed position such 

that the pedal cannot be operably depressed, the locking mech anism including a 

I 

lock located on the housing and being in engagemen t with the serrated portion of 

-14- 

Received from < 21556S4992 > at 10113/03 3:41:34 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



10/13/2003 15:48 FAX 2155684882 



VOLPE-KOENIQ 



121015/033 



Applicant: Robert A. Vito 
Application No.: 09/808,882 



C( 



fTiA rod for locking the rod in at least the second position. 



Claim 35 (Currently Amended): A device for locking a brake or dutch pedal. 
< ff fl vflhiclfi. the brake or clutch pedal heing su T^norted bv a nedal shaft, the device 
oomprising: 

a base for placement on a floor of the vRhide ben eath the brake or clutch 
pftdal and the pedal shaft: 

a housing extending from the base: and 

a rod shdably disposed on said housing, sai d rod having a first end 
which engages the underside of said control pedal shaft and a second end for pulling 
the rod and the nedal shaft upward in a dec ompressed noaition: and 

a loc ViTi ff i-neghanism positioned on the housing which locks the rod with. 
respect to the housing to retain the pedal sh aft in the decompressed position such 
that the hrake or clutch pedal cannot be oper ablv depressed, one of said housing 
and rod defining two generally parallel members po sitioned on opposite sides of the. 
pedal shaft when the first end of th e rod engages the underside of the pedal shaft. 
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